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| The Editor Says 


EVERYBODY JOIN! 


We have a great many friends and 
subscribers who evidently are interested 
in the Circus and the history of it, 
they would not read the Bandwagon so 
avidly Perhaps they do not know how 
imple it is to become a member of the 
Circus Historical Society. There are only 
two requirements for membership, that 
is, a genuine love of the circus and that 
you be a collector of some sort of circus 
iana. If you can qualify on these two 
simple counts you are in. Just write for 
an application blank and on receipt of 
that send it back along with your dues. 
There is no restriction as to age, sex or 
occupation. You can be in show busi 


ness or not. A great many of our mem 


bers are retired trouper Don’t wait un- 


til you retire, join now, Dues are only 
$3.60 a year! 

In line with the above words, let me 
remind the members that dues are pay 
able on May st. Let's increase our mem 
ership and have the biggest convention 
sver. Our President has worked hard to 
keep us together and she travels great 
distances to meet you at the Convention 
So why not plan now to be in Peru in 


August 


NEW MEMBERS 


LeGolyer, No. 596 
SMU 


Homer L 


i N 
nmhauser, Nc 


W. High Ave., 


New Philadelphia, Ohi 
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With The Greatest Show 


OLEANDER’S SECOND LETTER 
By John G. Quinius 
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heads held perfectly upright and quiet, one gets the impression that 
surely they haven't much on their mind, and that it would take a 
cyclone to disturb them. They certainly seem contented at all times 


Next in line are the four sacred cattle from India, then come the 
three Llamas from South America, who never fail to attract atten- 
tion because of their short legs, heavy bodies, and long necks, and 
the long coat of hair which covers them nearly all the year. This 
long hair, as well as that of the Cashmere goats, who stand next to 
the Llamas, is often used in the weaving of fine fabrics. Next come 
the little animals that please the children and the grown folks, too, 
much more than any other attraction we have. | am sure you al- 
ready know that | refer to the Shetland ponies, about fifty of which 
are traveling with us. One of the youngest is so small that when he 
is put into a large washtub one can see only his head and the top 
of his back. The man who cares for and looks after the ponies tried 
to make him stand in a tub filled with hay and placed at the side of 
the pony’s mother, but the little rascal didn’t like his nest and per- 
sisted in jumping out, so showing him that way had to be given up 
Generally, all the ponies behave very nicely, but once in a while some 
of them get stubborn and give their caretakes quite a bit of trouble 
At these times they know quite well how to use their teeth and their 
heels. | heard one of the men say, ‘Some of these ponies can kick 
as quick as a mule,’’ and from what I’ve seen, I’m sure he was right 
in his statement 


But | hear the blare of trumpets and see the elephants begin their 
moving to and fro, the camels are rising from their litter of straw 
for they well know that the sound of the trumpet heralds the coming 
of the keepers who will lead them into the great circle to take their 
place and part in the “Grand Entree.”’ I'll write you again before we 
leave New York 


OLEANDER, THE HAPPY FAMILY CAT 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Thanks to one and all for choosing me to serve as Vice-President 
| appreciate this display of confidence and | will try to repay the 
trust by faithful service and cooperation with the other officers and 
the membership Let’s all (officers and members alike) team up 


to make this an eventful period for our Society 


Before parting, let us remember Bill Green ur retiring Vice- 
President, who declined to s d_ for reelection and let us extend a 
vote of thanks to him for his loyalty and outstanding devotion to the 
caus¢ 

It will be fficult to fell in th le of this fine predecessor 
But | 1] my best 
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The Early Circus In America 


By George L. Chindahl 
The C F Assoc 
4 Mer 


The beginnings of the circus in America date back to 1771, when 
two English teachers of horsemanship landed here,—John Sharp in 
3oston and M. F. Faulks in Philadelphia. Sharp performed out-of- 
doors, doing trick riding on a saddled horse, and afterwards passing 
ris hat to the by-standers. Faulks did much the same kind of feats, 
»ut performed in some sort of enclosure in order that he might col- 
lect admission fees. Before these simple circuses could develop in- 
to something more elaborate, the Revolutionary War diverted men’s 
minds 


Peaceful relations with England having been reestablished, another 
English riding master, John Bill Ricketts, came to Philadelphia in 
1792, erected a round wooden building with a center pole supporting 
the roof, and began giving riding lessons and exhibitions of trick 
riding. Pretty soon he added a clown and acrobats, and took his 
ittle company to New York, Boston and other eastern citie But 
nisfortune overtook him. Bankrupted through the burning of h 

s buildings in New York and Philadelphia, he left for England 
hip that foundered at sea with all on board 


ttle troupes of riders and acrobc begun rrive from 

Spain and Italy Don Felipe L« ircu ] Pepin 

chard in 1806, Cayetano & Co., a They exhibited 
in such buildings as they could find, or put up r jh wooden struc 





tures. Under such handicaps they could not e regularly 


frequently. What little equipment they had wa rried in one or tw 


ind rode 


Ridg Fairfield C Connecti 
tarted in the Jor ird dé de of the 
after. At first thesy presented their performan 


Sure, Support 


f today wa 


E 
life in it dr 
f the C ar many 
all very small in corm 
Meanwhile the menagerie business had been developin ] 
captains brought to America wild animals that they had picked up in 
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foreign ports. These were bought by enterprising showmen, who 
added them to collections of native American animals, and took them 
from town to town, exhibiting them in tavern-yards and other con- 
venient places. About the 1830's, the circuses began to rent anima!s 
from the menageries, but before long the circuses had absorbed the 
menageries, and thus the combined circus and menagerie as we know 
them came into existence 


The first elephant to reach our shores was brought here by a sea 
captain in 1796. She was walked up and down the Atlantic Seaboard 
for about twenty-five years, being exhibited in farmer’s barns or inn- 
yards. The second elephant arrived a few years later and was sold to 
Hachaliah Bailey, of Somers, Westchester County, New York. (James 


A. Bailey, of Barnum & Bailey, was not related to Hachaliah Bailey) 


What sort of men were these founders of the American circus? 
Hachaliah Bailey was an inn-keeper and actively engaged in a stage 
coach line and Secretary of the Croton Turnpike Road Company. His 
monument in the Somers churchyard bears the inscription: ‘Enter 
prise, Perseverance, Integrity.’’ Nathan Howes grew up on a farm 
Aaron Turner was a shoe-maker. Barnum was a store-keeper and 
newspaper publisher. Among the men who carried on the business in 
later years were the Mabie brothers, of Patterson, New York, and 
Delavan, Wisconsin, who were farmers; Adam Forepaugh, who started 
his business career as a butcher and then got into the stage coach 
business in Philadelphia; the Sells Brothers, of Columbus, Ohio, who 
accumulated a little capital by truck-gardening and auctioneering; 
and the Ringling Brothers, of Baraboo, Wisconsin, who were sons of 
a harness-maker. By and large, the circus pioneers were representa- 
tive, substantial American citizens 


The Circus “Down Under” 


From Sid Baker, Paddington, N.S.W. Australia 


pe that the Unite 


The people in the United States have no idea how starved Australia 
is for circuses and were it not for the picture production to stimulate 
circus interest | am sure that the circus as an entertainment would 


slowly but surely die 


Let us take Australi r t 50 years. During that time we 
have had Fitzgeralds, ‘ ;, S s, Perrys, Wirths and nov 
lens—Fitzgeralds died, St Sol faded, Perrys f 
Wirths are still going ) likew é In other words 

re vy two ible Jo big time in big cities 


\nd the irony of it is that Australia is in the throes of a big influx 
of migrants, none of which seem to know anything of circus 0 it 


remains to t een whether the circ ustralia will continue 





M 
My 


iInswer 1 ait way 
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Circus Girl's Suicide Still Remembered 


By HARRY E. CHRISMAN 
Reprinted from The Hutchinson News-Herald 

A grave of historical interest has a simple cement marker little 
known to anyone except the faithful people of Liberal who each year 
decorate it with flowers on Memorial Day 

It is the grave of May Jackson, circus equestrienne of the Al G 
Barnes Wild Animal Show who, in 1915, took her own life over the 
love of her bandmaster sweetheart 

May Jackson was buried on a Sunday in October, 41 years ago, 
in the Liberal cemetery just two miles northwest of town. Old timers 
who witnessed the circus parade that attended May’s burial still speak 
of the deep impression it left on them 

The story, as | have picked it up from Ray Millman, old-time news- 
paperman in Liberal, Martin Jonas, old timer who witnessed the 
funeral parade and others who were in Liberal at the time goes like 
this 


The circus had played Greensburg on Saturday, pulled down the 
big top and was enroute to Liberal that Saturday night. The show 
people were relaxed in the coaches or asleep in their bunks on the 
cars. In one coach a quarrel took place between the 16-year-old 
equestrienne, May Jackson and Eddie Woeckener, her bandmaster 
sweetheart. The young girl threatened to ‘‘do something’ drastic 
but Woeckener scolded her for her emotionalism and kissed her good 
night 

That was the last time he saw his sweetheart alive. For in the 
night May Jackson swallowed poison. A call boy found her body 
slumped in her berth the next morning 

At the police investigation the next morning a coroner’s jury ruled 
death by suicide And Liberal witnessed its first and only, circus 
funeral 

The procession, that Sunday morning, led from the railroad yards 
to the Christian Church and from there to the cemetery. A plumed 
circus band led the way but without the bandmaster, Eddie Woeck- 
ener. It played, with muted notes, ‘Free As A Bird.’’ May Jack- 
son’s chestnut gelding followed, saddled and bridled but riderless 
with May’s boots, reversed, tied into the stirrups. In the procession 
followed all of the circus folk—clowns without makeup, wild animals 
trainers, the jugglers, the fat lady, the thin man, and the midgets 

s the procession crossed the tracks and turned north up the main 
ix snow white horses, three on each side of the street, bowed 
at a signal from their trainer as M gelding ssed bef 

m. The de s that filled the hearts of the spectators could 

felt in the ice of the October morning Even the circus - 

ils seemed alk w ecoming dignity. At the rear of the pro- 
n the »bbed out the notes of ‘Abide With Me 
| As he 


In the chure > Woe listened disc 


ed by May’s ell across th 
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at the graveside he collapsed again. Mays horse was led from the 
grave as the men started filling it up. The circus then moved in a 
body, without music, back to the show grounds. The show must 
go on 

In the 41 years that have passed since May Jackson carried out her 
threat to destroy herself she has not been forgotten by her circus 
friends nor the people of Liberal. Each year her grave is decorated 
Every few years a circus friend drops off a train or stops by on a 
motor trip and pays a visit to her grave 

Last year a graying newspaper editor in Liberal received a letter 
from an old circus musician who now resides in Peru, Ind. It read, 
in part 


“Dear Editor 

Will you please locate the floral shop which has been decorating 
May’s grave each year and give them the enclosed money?”’ Have 
them plant six peony bulbs, three on each side of her grave, before 
or on Memorial Day 

| chose the peonies because | hope that they will grow and furnish 
blooms on Memorial Day during the coming years.’ 


Loving hands will continue care for May’s simple grave in the 
future as they have in the past. Already the daughter of a woman 
who saw May’s funeral procession pass down the street makes the 
grave attractive twice each year. Mrs. Robert Miller, who decorate: 
the grave of an old friend’s husband, nearby, said of May’s grave 

Yes, | always plan an extra bouquet for May’s grave each year 
We have ever since we learned May’s story We're not the only 
ones. We always find flowers there when we visit the grave, however 
early in the morning.” 

So her ne part of the vani 

) disar 1 The love and affec 

Liberal for the circus girl wh 

eetheart 








Just Published 


“THE TELESCOPING TABLEAUS” by Richard E. Con 


AN HISTORICAL NOTE ON THE BIG PARADE WAGONS 
OF THE 1870's 


16 pages—over 20 illustrations—price one dollar 


RICHARD 


E. CONOVER 
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From Our President 


Dear Members 

| feel very humble and proud that for the fifth time you have 
chosen me as your president, and | can assure you that | will carry 
the Banner of ‘The Circus Historical Society’’ ever high 

| was very pleased also that | have William (Bill) Kasiska as vice- 
president, Bill is far more versed in the ‘Roberts Rules and Regu- 
lations’ than | am and | know that he will be of great assistance to 
me 

And the team of Bob and Agnes King cannot be beat and with 
wheel horses like them we can hold C.H.S. in the road 

We are gaining news members and we have a substantial balance 
in the treasury, Bob is working on a new roster that will soon be 
ready 

| am looking forward to greeting you all at the Convention in Peru, 
Ind., Aug. 10-11-12, at that time of year the circuses that are play 
ing in the northern states start to drop south so we will no doubt be 
able to contact one either in or near Peru, but even if we do not 
have a circus, there is plenty to see and do in that circus city 
So once more my THANKS to all of you and may there only be 
dry lots and plenty of Circuses for all 


Sincerely, 


BETTE LEONARD 


Glen Tracy, 73, of Sarasota, Florida, artist of the circus and mem- 
ber of the Circus Historical Society, passed away suddenly while 
visiting in St. Petersburg, Fla., April 4 

Born in Hudson, Michigan, Jan. 24, 1883, he attended the Ada 
Military College and the Cincinnati Art Academy. He was a teacher 
3t the Art Academy for many years 

Although he spent the greater part of his life and near Cin 
cinnati, Mr. Tracy and his wife, Mimi, had made their home in Sara 

sta, Florida, during the past few years 

Glen was a fine artist and was known throughout the world 

paintings of the circus. He painted all subjects, was very 
portraits, an ring the past fifteen years had concentrated 
n painting circus people and subjects. He deeply loved the beauty 
and color and action of the circus 
survived by the widow, Mim 
ril 6 in Sarasota, Florida 
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POLACK BROTHERS 


EIGHTH ANNUAL 1956 SHRINE CIRCUS 


PROGRAM 


* 


"Fiesta In Mexico” 


Achievements of Acrobatic Agility 


Attainments of Animal Ability 





Amusements of Antic Activity 


Gene Randow and His Clown Cohorts—Comedy Caprices contributed 
preceding the performance and at intervals during the program 


* 


Clown Alley 


Gene Randow, Producing Clown; Al Ackerman, Larry Benner, John 
Cirillino, Al Florenz, Paul Kaye, and Ray Sinclair 


* 


Polack Bros. Circus Band 


Henry Kyes, Bandmaster 
Rex Ronstrom, Percussionist Kitty Ronstrom, Organist 


The Polack Brothers Circus, as produced by Bessie —E. Polack and 
Louis Stern, with Sam T. Polack as business manager and Richard 
Slayton as equesterian director and announcer, made its eighth an- 
nual appearance in Roanoke, Virginia, February 23rd, 24th and 25th 

While the displays would rate an excellent average all through the 
program, among the outstanding events | would list the beautiful and 
scintillating La Norma, a princess of the single trapeze; the Coronas 
with the unicycle, bicycle and motorcycle on the high wire, a unit 
very near perfection; the Symphonettes, six lovely looking young 
ladies in their acrobatics of balancing and tumbling; the Flying 
Thrillers, just what their name implies; and the Rhodins, combined 
balancing and trapeze on revolving ladder 

An old time circusy touch was added this year by the George Han- 
neford Family riding act with four beautiful horses and a special 
sense of showmanship among the members of the family partici- 
pating 

And then, the Polack Bros. Circus Elephants, ‘‘Sally,’’ ‘‘Queenie,”’ 
and ‘‘Happy,”’ the three ladies formerly with the Metro-Goldwyn 
Studios, and once owned and billed as ‘Frank Whitbeck’s Three Girls 
From Hollywood.’’ (See Reader's Digest, July, 1950, pages 128-130) 
This was their third visit with Polack’s and they have never failed to 
please the crowds 


—A. Robert Hall 


The Circus Historical Society extends Birthday Greetings to Cap- 
tain Elmer Jones of North Warren, Pennsylvania, whose birthday 
was March 24th 


We extend congratulations to Rudy Rudynoff, Jr., and Miss Bev- 
erly Lang on the occasion of their engagement. Miss Lang is of the 
Lang troupe of acrobats who were once with the King of Two Car 
Circus 





We are sorry to hear that Ed ‘Tap Tap” Gollmar is ill. He is in 
the Ringling St. Mary’s Hospital in Baraboo. Please write to him 
he will appreciate it a lot 





THE BANDWAGON 


More About Elephants Born In 
Baraboo 


From a fellow circus fan in Maitland, Florida, William Kasiska of 
this city has received an interesting clipping, probably from the New 
York World of 1900. The article is captioned ‘First American Ele- 
phant” and it starts out, ““Can elephants be bred and reared in the 
United States?” 

The article goes on to say 

“The answers by keepers of zoological gardens and by circus men 
in the past has been a universal no. Pearl Sonders, boss keeper of 
the 25 elephants in the Ringling Bros. menagerie at Baraboo, Wis., 
however, took a different view. He studied the elephant and its hab- 
its, and the result is a new industry with which America promises to 
beat the world 

“The announcement a few days ago that an elephant had been 
born in the Ringling menagerie created a sensation among exhibitors 
and owners of wild animals all over the country. This baby elephant, 
it is said, is the first true blue American pachyderm It has been 
alleged that one or two specimens have been born on this side of the 
Atlantic, and in each case the cow elephant had been imported only 
a few weeks before 

“Alice, the mother of the new and native American elephant, has 
been in the Ringling Bros. menagerie for six years. She was imported 
from India when only a few years old. Baldy, the father, is the heav- 
iest pachyderm in the country. He was imported by Burr Robbins 

“The baby was given the name of Nick He weighed at birth 200 
pounds. His trunk was 12 inches long and his tail measured 22 
inches. The height of Nick is 34 inches and unlike the older ele- 
phants, Nick is covered with a thick, curly growth of black hair which 
gives him a wooly appearance. When born, the young elephant was 
unable to stand, but in a few hours had gained sufficient strength to 
walk about and hunt for food 











CRASH!! 


THE,1956 CONVENTION OF THE C.H.S 


WILL BE HELD IN PERU, INDIANA 
AUGUST 10, 11, 12 


PLAN NOW! — BE THERE! 














